Overhead Valve Heads for the Model T

By THE JARVIS COLLECTION
21421 Climax Road
Alderwood Manor, WA 98036

The search for the elusive Model T Ford overhead
involves a lot of time and a lot of people. I would like to
thank the following for their help: Mike Yeakel, Jim
Bums, Ric Nowak and Layden Butler. I would also
appreciate comments, corrections, or just correspon-
dence. Write: Jarvis. Box 2245. Alderwood Manor, WA
98036.

The Model T began, as we all know, in late fall of
1908. It probably only took the time necessary for it to
become a used car before the young men of the day
decided to strip off a few parts to cut down wind
resistance, in the hope that it could be made to go faster.

As early as 1914 aftermarket Ford magazines had
pictures of beautiful speedsters, and articles on how to
lower the chassis and make the T handle better. By this
time the speedster body companies were advertising
complete bodies or kits.

There is talk that a cylinder head was made by C. D.
Noonon of Paris, Illinois, as early as 1915.

In the search for the different Model T racing head,
one comes in contact with an almost endless variety.
There are over twenty of the flat-head style. Most of the
flatheads are the same except for compression. In fact,
the Simmons Super Power, the Giant Power, and the
Haibe-Hi-Power are all licensed under the Haibe Patent,
The Ricardo hag a different combustion chamber. The
Riley had two spark plugs per cylinder.

The overheads for the T run the total range of mans
ideas. There arc heads with one valve per cylinder, two
valves per cylinder, three valves per cylinder and, finally,
four valves per cylinder. Some with one overhead
camshaft; some with two. Pushrods were used to operate
the overhead valves; most had the pushrods inside the
block but at least one had the pushrods on the outside.
To operate the valves, one ran ball bearings through
tubes, and another used miniature saddles on top of the
valve stems.

This article will be an attempt to identify all the
Rajo s, Frontys and Roof heads. While some of the
heads are similar, they all have a few differences. This
identification will be made by means of thc intake and
exhaust ports, and the location of these ports, as well as
spark plug size when it is known.

RULE NUMBER 1. All Rajo s have the intake on the
right. The exhaust may vary from side to side, as well as
the spark plug location.
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RULE NUMBER 2. All Frontys intake on the left,
and exhaust on the right.

This does not mean that the Roof tills in all the
blanks. Some Roof heads intake on the right and some
on the left. But you cannot be sold a head with the
intake on the right and have it be a Fronty. Or more
important, vice versa.

RAJO:

The factory advertising phamplets and brochures
were usually only issued when they brought out a new
model Rajo head. These pieces are usually not dated,
and are only for the Rajo heads, plus a few bolt-on
accessories they also made. These accessories included
offset spindles, valve cover doors, oil fillers, mag plugs
and a water pump.

FRONTENAC:

Chevrolet Brothers issued a new catalog every year.
They included a little history, what new parts were
available, such as special axles, bodies, and what new
heads they had produced. All in all a good complete
dated catalog. If you are going to step out and buy just
ong, 1 would recommend Number 81, issued February
15, 1927. It has more information about the Fronty line
than any of the others. Later in the year they inserted a
sheet (in catalog 81) on the new single overhead cam
conversion for the R (racing) and the S-R heads.

Fronty Catalog 81 has the following information on
page 7: If you buy a Fronty Race Car and buy one of
their Fronty engines, you can expect the following:
Speed - Model R head, 96 miles per hour, straightaway.
Model S-R head, 104 miles per hour, straightaway.
Model D-O head, 110 miles per hour, straightaway. Later
catalogs just say that the speed will vary with the
equipment.

ROOEF:

Robert M. Roof was the most prolific paper adver-
tising publisher. 1 have scen over 60 pieces of different
advertising for the Roof head. They hegan in 1917 and
kept up a steady stream of advertising until the Model A
equipment came out - and beyond. A picce recently
turned up on a double overhead cam head for the Ford
Six! Most advertising for the Roof is also undated.
Dating began when Robert M. Roof sold out to Arthur
S. Sinclair in the latter part of 1925. After that datc






















































